WEST RIDGE CHURCH TEACHING
“In Essentials, we have Unity, In Non-essentials, Liberty, In All matters, charity.”

Martin Lloyd Jones

ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE

These are our convictions about God’s truth as found in the Bible and as illuminated by the Holy Spirit. These are nonnegotiable fundamentals of our faith.

GOD
There is only one God.

He exists eternally in a Trinity of distinct persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

He is limitless in power, knowledge, wisdom, love, and holiness.

The Father is the Sovereign Creator and Ruler of the universe.

Genesis 1:26-27; 3:22; Psalms 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 13:14

JESUS CHRIST
He is the Son of God, second person of the Trinity and co-equal with the Father.

He was a man born of a virgin mother.

He lived a sinless life.

He voluntarily died on a cross as the sacrifice for the sins of all people.

He was buried, and on the third day physically resurrected by His own power.

He ascended into heaven and now sits at the right hand of the Father, making intercession for His people.

He will return to earth to rule as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Matthew 1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13

HOLY SPIRIT
He is the third person of the Trinity, co-equal with The Father and Son.

He is present in the world to make people aware of their need for Jesus.

He baptizes, indwells, and seals every Christian from the moment of salvation.

He provides the power, teaching, and guidance to live the Christian life.

He gives spiritual gifts to all Christians to do the work of ministry.

Christians are to seek to be filled and controlled by Him daily.

His work and the experiences He gives always line up with the teachings of God’s Word.

We respect the work of the Spirit in individual Christians’ lives and believe that He heals and does miracles, but we do not practice the gifts of tongues, miracles or healing in our services or small groups (this is a PREFERRED PRACTICE, not ESSENTIAL DOCTRINE).

2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16;

 Ephesians 1:13, 5:18; Galatians 5:25

BIBLE
It is God’s Word to all people.

It was written by human authors, under the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit.

It is completely inspired by God and is truth with no mixture of error.

2 Timothy 1:13, 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Psalms 119:105, 160; Proverbs 30:5

MANKIND
Man and woman were created in the image of God to have fellowship with Him and bring Him glory.

Man and woman chose to rebel against God in sinful disobedience, and now all people are alienated from Him.

All people are totally incapable of coming back to God into a right relationship by their own effort.

Genesis 1:27; Psalms 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a, 59:1-2; Romans 3:23

SALVATION
No person can make up for sin by any good works.

The only way to gain forgiveness of the penalty of sin is by trusting in Jesus as God’s only provision.

When people call on Jesus for salvation through faith, He immediately grants it.

Jesus gives us eternal life in salvation and we are secure in that salvation.

We can do nothing to gain salvation, therefore we can do nothing to sustain it.

There is nothing a Christian can do to lose salvation- they are sealed and secure.

It is God who maintains our salvation through His grace and power.

Romans 5:1, 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 1:12, 3:16, 10:29, 14:6; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; 2 Timothy 1:12; Hebrews 7:25, 10:10, 14

CHURCH
It is the Body of Christ, made up of every Christian on earth.

It is expressed through local congregations of Christians.

It is a place where the Holy Spirit empowers Christians to use their gifts in reaching non-Christians with God’s salvation message, and in helping each other grow spiritually.

Acts 2; 1 Corinthians 12; Ephesians 2:19, 4:11-13

SATAN/SPIRITUAL WARFARE
Satan was created as Lucifer, an angel of worship, but because of pride and rebellion he was cast out of heaven and became the enemy of God.

Satan is a deceitful, lying tempter who’s mission is to discredit God, to drag unbelieving people into Hell, and to destroy the abundant life of Christians in this life.

God created angels to worship and serve Him, but one-third of them rebelled with Satan and became demons.

Angels and demons are presently locked in spiritual battle over the lives of people.

Christians are involved in this battle through prayer, fasting, studying, and obedience.

Satan and his demons will one day be cast by God into the Lake of Fire forever.

Genesis 3, Job 1-2, Ezekiel 28:12-19, Isaiah 14:12-14, Colossians 1:16, Ephesians 6:10-18, Revelation 12:4, 20:1-10

ETERNITY
People were created to live forever.

People either exist eternally separated from God by sin, or eternally with God through forgiveness and salvation.

To be eternally separated from God is to live in an actual place called Hell.

To be eternally in union with God is to live in an actual place called Heaven.

John 2:25, 3:16; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:15

PREFERRED PRACTICE

These are our understandings of certain issues as found in the Bible and as illuminated by the Holy Spirit. These are not fundamentals of our faith, but are practical application of truth for our church life.

BAPTISM
It is a meaningful symbol of our love and obedience to Jesus Christ.

It does not provide salvation for us, nor does it have special power to wash our sins.

It is a public immersing of anyone who has trusted Christ as Savior.

Babies are not to be baptized, but can be dedicated to the Lord.

Matthew 3:16, 28:19-20; Mark 1:9; Ephesians 2:8-9; Acts 2:41, 8:38-39; Romans 6:4

COMMUNION
It is a meaningful memorial of Jesus’ death and a symbol of our love for Jesus.

It is open to all Christians who have examined themselves and confessed their sin to God.

1 Corinthians 11:23-28

SEX ROLES
Males and females were created by God and are equal in personhood.

Wives are to submit to the spiritual authority of their husbands. Husbands are to sacrificially love their wives.

Males and females may serve in any ministry role within the church as long as they are spiritually maturing and are in submission to the church leaders. The only exceptions to this are the offices of lead pastor and elders, which are reserved for males who have been called by God to those roles.

Genesis 2; Ephesians 5:22-33; 1 Timothy 2:8 – 3:13

MARRIAGE, DIVORCE, REMARRIAGE
God’s plan is for marriage to be a lifelong commitment between a man and a woman.

Because of the sin of adultery, God permitted (never commended nor commanded) divorce.

God still hates divorce, even in cases of adultery.

Restoration should be seriously sought and forgiveness freely given by a person to their sinful spouse.

Divorce is permitted in cases where a spouse is an unrepentant adulterer.

Divorce is permitted in cases where a nonbeliever abandons a believer.

A believer is not to leave and divorce a nonbeliever.

Permanent singleness should be seriously considered first by a divorced person, due to its ministry benefits.

Remarriage is allowed for a person whose spouse has died.

Remarriage is advised for a young widow.

Remarriage is allowed for a divorced person whose spouse was an unrepentant adulterer.

Deuteronomy 24:1-4; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:5-6, 15-22, 19:4-9; Malachi 2:14-16; 1 Corinthians 7:10-16, 39-40; 1Ttimothy 5:8, 14
CHURCH LEADERSHIP
WRC is a pastor-led church. God has established a lead pastor and team of pastors to shepherd the people and direct the ministry.

God has also raised up a group of godly men who provide spiritual accountability and guidance to the pastors for ministry, doctrine, and church discipline. These men serve in the role of elders as written about in the New Testament.

The elders and pastors are to live according to the qualifications of 1 Timothy 3.

WRC has ministry team leaders who serve as managers over the specific ministries of the church. They function in the biblical role of deacons/deaconesses.

Acts 6,15, 20:28-30; Ephesians 4:11-13, 1 Peter 5:1-4; 1 Timothy 3:1-11; Titus 1:5-9

END TIMES EVENTS
The Church (all Christians) will be raptured into heaven by Jesus in a sudden moment

After that event, the world will experience God’s wrath through a 7 year Tribulation filled with natural disasters, disease, pestilence, and a cruel dictatorship under the Antichrist

Jesus will return to earth with His saints at the end of the Tribulation to defeat the armies of the world in the battle of Armageddon

Jesus will establish and rule over an earthly kingdom for 1,000 years during which time Satan will be chained in a pit

Satan will be loosed at the end of the 1,000 years and will lead a brief rebellion against Jesus, but will be defeated

Satan will be cast into the lake of fire, and all unbelievers from all time will be judged by God and also cast into the lake

God will create new heavens and a new earth, in which all Christians will spend a real eternity with Him

Matthew 24, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Revelation 6-22

